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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 


Health  Department, 
August,  1955. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  report  on  the 
health  of  the  Borough  of  Crewe  for  the  year  1954. 

Vital  Statistics. 

During  1954,  25  infants  died  before  reaching  the  age  of 
one  year,  giving  an  Infantile  Mortality  rate  of  31.5  per  1,000  live 
births.  This  figure  still  compares  unfavourably  with  the  average 
of  28.0  for  England  and  Wales,  although  it  shows  an  improvement 
on  the  1953  figure  and  a reduction  of  the  actual  number  of 
deaths. 

Since  our  rates  are  based  on  relatively  small  numbers  of 
deaths,  they  may  be  seriously  affected  by  only  a small  variation 
in  these  numbers.  This  is  very  obvious  in  the  Comparative 
Statistics  table  of  the  report,  yet  our  5 years’  average  1950-54 
gives  the  figure  37.4 — a figure  we  have  no  reason  to  be  proud  of 
in  view  of  the  very  much  less  average  national  figure  and  the 
fact  that  a number  of  comparable  boroughs  have  5 year 
averages  which  are  well  below  the  national  average  figure. 

There  is  no  definite  evidence  to  suggest  that  any  of  the 
25  infant  deaths  should  have  been  prevented,  yet  5 deaths  were 
ascribed  to  pneumonia  and,  while  the  neonatal  deaths  show  a 
reduction  on  last  year’s  total,  those  occurring  in  children  aged 
1-12  months  show  an  increase. 
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The  total  death  rate  is  a little  above  the  national  figure 
and  shows  a considerable  increase  on  1953’s  exceptionally  low 
figure.  It  is  worthy  of  special  note  that  320  of  the  624  persons 
who  died  were  aged  75  or  over;  18  persons’  deaths  were  attributed 
to  accidents,  8 of  these  being  elderly  persons  who  sustained  falls 
and  8 persons  committed  suicide. 

19  deaths  were  ascribed  to  Cancer  of  the  Respiratory 
System,  from  which  cause  a similar  number  of  deaths  occurred 
in  1953  and,  again  as  in  1953,  no  death  was  ascribed  to  pregnancy, 
childbirth  or  abortion. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  incidence  of  measles  showed  a considerable  reduction 
on  the  figures  for  the  two  preceding  years  and  the  occurrence  of 
only  22  notified  cases  of  whooping  cough  clearly  demonstrates 
the  number  of  immunes  in  the  child  population  due  to  the 
extensive  1953  epidemic.  Scarlet  Fever  showed  a slight  increase 
on  the  1953  figure  and  remained  a mild  disease,  and  no  case  of 
either  Diphtheria  or  Poliomyelitis  was  notified.  It  is  now  more 
than  five  years  since  the  last  confirmed  case  of  Diphtheria  was 
notified. 

No  case  of  Food  Poisoning  was  notified  but  8 cases  of 
Dysentery  occurred,  3 being  children. 

New  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  showed  an  increase 
of  7 on  the  very  welcome  low  figure  for  1953,  the  1954  figure 
being  almost  exactly  the  average  for  the  period  1950-54.  Of  the 
31  new  cases  notified,  16  occurred  in  the  15-34  age  group. 

Time  alone  will  prove  the  value  of  B.C.G.  vaccination  of 
susceptibles  before  they  leave  school. 

Housing. 

In  my  last  report  I mentioned  the  need  for  a housing 
survey.  This  has  been  completed  during  1955  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  clearance  of  unfit  houses,  together  with  the 
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necessary  re-housing  of  their  occupants  will  materially  affect 
the  length  of  the  housing  waiting  list  during  the  next  few  years. 
It  is  my  impression  that  the  number  of  requests  for  housing 
priority  on  medical  grounds,  which  had  reduced  somewhat 
during  1953,  remained  approximately  stationary  during  1954,  but 
I have  no  doubt  it  will  increase  again  as  the  waiting  list  lengthens. 

General. 

I feel  that  the  year  has,  on  the  whole,  been  a successful 
one  in  spite  of  the  very  considerable  extra  work  imposed  by  the 
commencement  of  the  housing  survey,  the  provision  of  certificates 
of  disrepair  under  the  Housing  Rent  and  Repairs  Act  and,  in 
particular,  the  re-introduction  of  private  slaughtering. 

I wish  again  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
loyalty  and  hard  work  carried  out  by  all  members  of  the  Health 
Department  Staff  and  of  the  very  considerable  assistance  and 
co-operation  always  afforded  me  by  Officials  of  the  various 
Council  Departments  during  1954. 

I have  the  honour  to  be 
Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  CRAWSHAW. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


General  Statistics. 

Area  (Census  1951)  4,414  acres. 

Population  (Census  1951)  52,415., 

Registrar  General’s  Estimated  Population  1954  ...  52,070. 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1st  April,  1954  ...  16,967. 

Rateable  Value  £289,289. 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  £1,158. 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1954. 


Notified  Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

...  387 

366 

753 

Illegitimate 

21 

20 

41 

All  408 

386 

794 

Notified  Stillbirths: 

Legitimate 

8 

7 

15 

Illegitimate 

... 

- 

- 

All  8 

7 

15 

Total  Live  and  Stillbirths 

...  416 

393 

809 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population 

(provisional). 

15,2 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 

18.5 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Registered  Deaths  

329 

295 

624 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population 

(provisional) 

11.8 

Death  from  puerperal  causes: 

Rate  per 

1,000 

registered 

total 

Deaths 

Births 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

0 

— 

Death  Rates  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age: 

All  infants  per  1,000  registered  live  births  (provisional)  31.5 
Legitimate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  (provisional)  31.9 
Illegitimate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  (provisional)  24.4 


/ 


BIRTH  RATES,  DEATH  RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY, 
MATERNAL  MORTALITY  AND  CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR  1954. 


(Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  returns). 


CREWE 

ENGLAND 

& WALES 

1 

Rates  per  1,000  Home  Population, 

BIRTHS— 

Live 

15.2 

f5.2 

Still  

/ 0.28 

1 0.36 

1 18.5(a) 

\24.0  (a) 

DEATHS— 

All  causes 

11.8 

11.3 

Typhoid  & Paratyphoid  Fevers 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

0.002 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis 

0.09 

0.13 

Influenza 

— 

0.03 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis,  including 
Polioencephalitis 

0.002 

Pneumonia 

0.26 

0.33 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

Under  1 year  of  age  (All 

causes) 

31.5  (b) 

28.0  (b) 

Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  under 

2 years  of  age  ... 

0.83 

Rates  per  1,000  Home  Population. 

NOTIFICATIONS  (corrected) .— 

Typhoid  Fever 

■ 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

0.01 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

0.03 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.65 

0.97 

Whooping  Cough 

0.42 

2.04 

Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

0.09 

0.12 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

Measles 

3.16 

3.32 

Pneumonia 

0.09 

0.59 

Acute  Poliomyelitis,  including 
Polioencephalitis — 

Paralytic 

0.03 

Non-Paralytic 

— 

0.01 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

0.20 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

4.94 

17.77 

(a)  Per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Birthsi. 

(b)  Per  1 ,000  related  Live  Births. 
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BIRTH  RATES,  DEATH  RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY, 
MATERNAL  MORTALITY,  AND  CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR  1954  (Continued). 
MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 


Crewe 

Englan 

d & Wales 

No.  of 
Deaths 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Rates  per 
1,000  Total 
(Live  & Still) 
Births 

Maternal  causes  excluding 
abortion 

— 

402 

0.58 

Due  to  abortion  . . 

— 

76 

0.11 

Total  maternal  mortality 

— 

478 

0.69 

COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  1944-54. 
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DEATHS  OF  CREWE  INFANTS  UNDER  1 YEAR  OF  AGE  DURING  1954. 
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NOTIFIED  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  1954,  Civilian  (Corrected  in  cases  of  revised  diagnosis). 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

PARTICULARS  OF  NEW  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  AND  ALL 
DEATHS  FROM  THE  DISEASE  DURING  1954. 


Age  Periods 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Pulm 

M. 

onary 

F. 

Non- 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

Pulm 

M. 

onary 

F. 

Non- 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

Under  1 year  ... 

1'  year-  4 years 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

5 years-  9 years 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10  years- 14  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15  years- 19  years 

1 



— 

■ 



— 

— 

— 

20  years-24  years 

3 

4 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

25  years -34  years 

2 

6 

— 

■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35  years-44  years 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

45  years-54  years 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

55  years-64  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65  years  + 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

16 

15 

— 

1 

2 

2 

1 

— 

PARTICULARS  OF  NEW  CASES  AND  DEATHS  DURING  THE  LAST 

FIVE  YEARS. 


Year 

New 

Cases 

De; 

iths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1950 

30 

5 

13 

4 

1951 

37 

10 

13 

1 

1952 

32 

6 

7 

1 

1953 

24 

2 

8 

— 

1954 

31 

1 

4 

1 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  four  quarterly  returns 
which  are  rendered  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  which 
indicate  the  number  of  cases  remaining  on  the  register  at  31st 
December,  1954. 


J6 


Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 


No.  of  cases  on  Register  of 
Notifications  on  1st  Janu- 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

ary,  1954  

No.  of  cases  notified  for  the 

146 

134 

28 

27 

first  time  during  the  year 

No.  of  cases  transferred  from 

16 

15 

— 

1 

other  districts  

No.  of  cases  restored  to  the 

7 

6 

— 

— 

Register  

No.  of  cases  removed  from  the 
Register  during  the  year  on 
account  of  having. — 

1 

1 

(a)  Recovered  ...  ..^  ... 

5 

10 

3 

5 

(b)  Removed  from  District 

9 

4 

— 

— 

(c)  Died  

8 

2 

— 

— 

(d)  Diagnosis  not  established  2 

No.  of  cases  remaining  on 
the  Register  on  31st  Decern- 

ber,  1954  

146 

140 

25 

23 

of  the  10  cases  listed  under  (c)  above,  5 died  from  causes 
other  than  tuberculosis. 


FOOD  POISONING. 

No  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  during  the  year. 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION. 

Vaccination. 


The  number  of  vaccinations  reported  to  me  during  the 
year  was  272,  showing  an  increase  of  52  on  the  figures  for  1953. 


Under 

1 year 

1—4 

years 

5—14 

years 

15  yeds 
and  over 

Total 

Primary  Vaccination 

206 

16 

6 

17 

245 

Re-Vaccination 

■ — 

— 

1 

26 

27 

Totals  . . 

206 

16 

7 

43 

272 

17 


Immunisation. 

During  the  year  cards  received  from  Medical  Practitioners 
showed  that  509  children  were  immunised  against  diphtheria.  In 
addition,  233  children  received  a boosting  dose  to  improve 
their  immunity. 

The  corresponding  figures  for  1953  were  367  and  190. 


Number  of  children  who  had  completed  a full  course  of 
immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  31st  December,  1954. 

(According  to  Health  Department  Records). 


Age  at  31.12.54 
(i.e.,  born  in  year) 

Under 

1 

year 

1954 

1 

year 

1953 

2 

years 

1952 

3 

years 

1951 

4 

years 

1950 

5-9 

years 

1945- 

1949 

10-14 

years 

1940- 

1944 

Total 

under 

15 

years 

Last  complete  course 
of  injections  (whether 
primary  or  booster) 

A.  1950—1954 

176 

354 

277 

454 

476 

703 

59 

2,499 

B.  1948  or  earlier 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2,016 

2,194 

4,210 

TOTALS 

176 

354 

277 

454 

476 

2,719 

2,  253 

6,709 

Estimated  child 
population  1954 

, 

4,018 

8,907 

Under 
5 years. 

Estimated  percentage  of  child  pop- 
ulation immunised  at  31.12.54  43.2% 


Between 
5-15  years. 

55.7% 


No.  of  cases  of  diphtheria  in 
children  under  15  years  of  age 
notified  during  the  year 
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MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

During  the  year,  117  persons  were  medically  examined. 
Of  these,  16  were  new  appointments  to  the  Crewe  Corporation’s 
Staff,  29  were  County  Staff  or  persons  seeking  entry  to  a 
Training  College,  5 were  of  persons  applying  for  a Taxi  Driver’s 
Licence  and  67  were  of  persons  examined  prior  to  admission  to 
the  Corporation’s  Sickness  Pay  Scheme. 

MORTUARY. 

During  the  year,  89  bodies  were  taken  to  the  Mortuary 
and  85  Post  Mortem  Examinations  were  carried  out. 

MORAL  WELFARE. 

The  Crewe  and  District  Committee  for  Prevention  and 
Rescue  work  which  deals  with  moral  welfare  in  Crewe  and  the 
surrounding  area,  also  maintains  the  St.  Hilda’s  Home,  71,  West 
Street,  Crewe. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Secretary  for  the  following 
information: — 

“During  the  year  there  have  been  34  girls  and  25  babies  in 
St.  Hilda’s.  There  have  also  been  40  outdoor  cases,  which  were 
advised  and  helped  in  various  ways.  Also,  several  people  were 
given  shelter  for  the  night. 

GIRLS — 6 girls  returned  home  with  their  babies,  out  of  which 
2 were  later  married  to  babies’  fathers. 

4 girls  went  straight  into  employment. 

1 girl  went  into  lodgings. 

19  girls  returned  home. 

4 girls  went  on  to  other  homes. 

BABIES  6 babies  went  home  with  their  mothers. 

19  babies  were  adopted.” 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quantity  and 
quality  during  1954,  all  residents  being  supplied  direct  to  the 
houses. 


33  samples  of  treated  water  were  taken  during  1954.  All 
were  reported  to  be  of  satisfactory  bacteriological  quality,  except 
one  sample  from  a new  main  which  was  not  then  in  use. 
Subsequent  samples  from  this  source  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 

The  water  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948,  Section  47. 

2 cases  were  dealt  with  during  1954. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1954. 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department, 
Municipal  Buildings.  Crewe. 

16th  August,  1955. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Health  Committe. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  seventh  annual  report  for 
your  consideration. 

During  recent  years  the  work  of  the  Department  has 
increased  and  intensified  and  the  year  under  review  has  been  no 
exception  to  the  rule,  being  particularly  noteworthy  from  the 
point  of  view  of  meat  inspection  and  housing. 

On  the  1st  July,  1954,  meat  rationing  ceased  and  it  became 
the  duty  of  local  authorities  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Slaughterhouses  Act  1954  to  review  the  slaughtering  arrangements 
in  their  districts.  Since  the  commencement  of  control, 
slaughtering  for  Crewe  and  the  surrounding  areas  has  been 
centralised  at  the  Government  requisitioned  slaughterhouse  at 
Crewe.  Immediately  your  Committee  became  aware  that  de- 
control was  impending,  meetings  were  held  with  organisations 
representing  farmers  and  meat  traders  in  the  district.  Further, 
with  a view  to  reaching  some  measure  of  agreement  on  a policy 
of  maintaining  concentrated  slaughtering,  consultations  took 
place  with  the  representatives  of  the  adjoining  local  authorities 
but,  unfortunately,  no  satisfactory  agreement  was  reached.  The 
existing  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  were  inspected  by  the 
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Committee  and  it  was  eventually  decided  to  licence  four  of  them 
The  decontrol  of  meat  brought  with  it  many  new  problems  and 
it  is  unfortunate  that  if  decontrol  and  decentralisation  were 
inevitable  the  Government  did  not  think  fit  to  considerably 
strengthen  the  powers  of  local  authorities  to  control  slaughter- 
houses and  slaughtering  generally.  In  the  anxiety  to  decontrol,  the 
most  important  public  health  feature  of  meat  inspection  appeared 
to  receive  little  or  no  consideration,  or,  at  the  most,  very 
secondary  thought.  From  this  point  of  view  alone,  centralisation 
was  worthy  of  retention.  As  the  law  stands,  local  authorities 
when  granting  slaughterhouse  licences,  are  unable  to  impose  any 
conditions  regarding  the  hours  during  which  slaughtering  may 
take  place,  consequently  slaughtering  may  be  undertaken  at  any 
hour  of  the  day  or  night.  This  has  necessitated  the  district 
sanitary  inspectors  working  many  hours  of  overtime  in  order 
to  ensure  that  all  meat  is  properly  inspected  before  distribution 
to  the  public.  Despite  the  diligence  with  which  the  work  is 
carried  out  it  will  be  appreciated  that  there  are  many  “loop- 
holes” for  the  unscrupulous  trader.  Centralisiation  had  come  to 
be  accepted  by  all  concerned  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  it  was 
thought  necessary  to  decentralise  slaughtering  as  well  as  decontrol 
meat  supplies.  It  would  appear  to  have  been  the  ideal  opportunity 
to  lay  the  foundation  stone  of  at  least  some  form  of  moderate 
concentration,  a step  which  must  on  public  health  grounds  alone 
be  taken  sooner  or  later. 

The  much  heralded  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954 
which  came  into  operation  on  the  30th  August,  1954,  was  mainly 
designed  to  make  further  provision  in  connection  with  slum 
clearance,  for  securing  or  promoting  the  reconditioning  and 
maintenance  of  houses  and  to  make  certain  other  amendments 
in  the  Law  relating  to  housing. 

The  provisions  relating  to  housing  required  local 
authorities  to  submit  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  unfit  houses  in  the 
area  together  with  their  proposals  for  dealing  with  them  in  the 
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next  five  years.  A survey  of  the  housing  circumstances  of  the 
Borough  was  immediately  commenced  and  some  528  potential 
unfit  houses  were  given  a detailed  inspection  and  of  these  328 
were  found  to  be  in  such  a condition  as  to  warrant  inclusion  in 
the  slum  clearance  programme.  In  accordance  with  requirements 
of  the  Act,  the  Council’s  proposals,  which  plan  for  the  whole  of 
these  properties  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  next  five  years,  were 
submitted  to  the  Minister  in  May,  1955.  The  programme  was 
one  of  the  first  to  be  received  by  the  Minister  and  was 
immediately  approved  by  him  in  principle.  In  connection  with 
the  work  carried  out  on  the  survey  I would  like  to  pay  particular 
tribute  to  the  district  sanitary  inspectors,  who  despite  the  fact 
that  they  were  working  outside  normal  hours  on  meat  inspection 
pressed  on  vigorously  with  this  important  work,  and  at  the  same 
time  endeavoured  to  cope  with  the  ordinary  routine  work  of  the 
Department. 

The  “repairs  increase”  sections  of  the  Act  over  which 
there  has  been  so  much  controversy  did  not  develop  quite  along 
the  lines  which  had  been  anticipated.  It  was  thought  the  land- 
lords of  rented  houses  would  be  quick  to  take  advantage  of  the 
new  rent  increase  provisions,  but  on  the  whole,  such  has  not  been 
the  case.  This  is  to  be  regretted  since  there  is  a need  to  bring 
as  many  houses  as  possible  up  to  a standard  of  “good  repair” 
which  qualifies  the  owner  to  the  rent  increase  since  the  new 
national  statutory  standard  of  “fit  for  habitation”  can  hardly 
be  regarded  as  a satisfactory  standard  of  maintenance.  The  lack 
of  enthusiasm  of  owners  to  apply  these  sections  leads  one  to 
assume  that  either  the  “repairs  increase”  is  insufficient  to  warrant 
property  being  maintained  at  the  higher  standard  of  good  repair 
or  alternatively  that  landlords  have  so  allowed  their  rented 
houses  to  deteriorate  in  the  last  fifteen  years  or  so  that  it  would 
now  be  too  costly  to  bring  them  up  to  the  qualifying  standard. 

The  Housing  Act,  1949,  provided  grants  to  help  owners 
to  modernise  their  houses,  either  by  improvement  or  conversion. 
The  Act,  however,  did  not  achieve  the  success  one  had  hoped 
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for,  mainly,  it  was  thought  because  there  were  too  many 
conditions  and  too  rigid  an  application  of  them.  The  Housing 
Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  has,  with  a view  to  encouraging 
owners  to  make  greater  use  of  them,  revised  some  of  the 
conditions  and  made  the  grants  easier  to  obtain.  During  the  year, 
eighteen  applications  were  received  for  such  grants  and  all 
the  applications  were  approved  for  the  maximum  grant  of  50%, 
the  total  approved  expenditure  involved  being  £2,622.  Whilst 
greater  use  of  the  provisions  has  been  made  since  the  conditions 
were  amended  it  is  noticeable  that  landlords  of  tenanted  houses 
are  reluctant  to  modernise  their  property  in  such  a way  as  to 
qualify  for  grant  aid.  The  applicants  were  without  exception 
owner  occupiers.  There  are  many  houses  throughout  the  country 
which  are  structurally  sound  and  are  worthy  of  modernisation 
and/or  conversion.  If  the  economic  resources  of  the  country 
were  unlimited  the  housing  problem  as  we  know  it  today  would 
probably  be  practically  non-existent  but  as  the  economic 
resources  are  limited  if  follows  that  the  best  possible  use  must 
be  made  of  our  existing  stock  of  houses.  The  nation  cannot 
afford  to  overlook  these  structurally  sound  houses  or  otherwise 
there  is  a danger  of  them  falling  into  a state  of  disrepair  and 
gradually  deteriorating  into  a permanent  state  of  unfitness 
beyond  redemption. 

There  is,  I believe,  much  to  be  said  in  favour  of 
improvement  and  conversion — the  best  use  is  made  of  our 
existing  stock  of  houses,  it  prevents  sound  dwellings  becoming 
slums,  saves  capital  cost,  keeps  rents  low  and  provides  a type 
of  housing  which  is  badly  needed  today.  If,  therefore,  landlords 
of  rented  houses  are  not  in  a position  to  bring  their  property 
up  to  a standard  of  good  repair  and  provide  the  facilities  such 
as  a bathroom,  hot  and  cold  water,  etc.,  which  have  come  to 
be  regarded  as  necessities  in  modern  day  life,  then  one  is 
prompted  to  pose  the  question — can  the  nation  afford  to  stand 
on  one  side  and  see  these  properties  deteriorate  or  should  they 
not  be  taken  over  by  local  authorities  and  brought  up  to  the 
necessary  standard? 
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In  respect  of  the  matters  connected  with  the  investigation 
of  atmospheric  pollution,  I would  once  again  like  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  thanking  the  Area  Chemists  of  British  Transport 
Commission  (Midland  Region),  Mr.  V.  Binns,  M.Sc.,  F.R.I.C., 
and  his  staff  for  their  valued  assistance  and  co-operation. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  to  members 
of  my  staff  and  also  to  express  appreciation  to  other  chief  officers 
and  their  staffs  for  their  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  GASKELL, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 
Public  Cleansing. 

The  removal  of  household  and  trade  refuse  is  based  on  a 
weekly  collection  service  and  with  the  exception  of  holiday 
periods,  was  maintained  generally  throughout  the  Borough. 

The  Cleansing  Department  operates  a Refuse  Disposal 
Plant,  a Kitchen  Waste  Processing  Plant,  and  has  a separate 
Garage  and  Workshop. 

12  vehicles  (including  1 spare  vehicle)  and  1 electrically 
propelled  truck  are  employed  on  the  collection  of  household  and 
trade  refuse  and  nightsoil,  in  addition  to  3 vehicles  used  in 
connection  with  refuse  disposal. 

Tons. 

Household  refuse  collected  12,531 

Trade  refuse  collected  980 


Total  refuse  collected  by  the  Department 

during  the  year  13,511 

2,648  tons  of  shop  and  factory  refuse  were  also  brought 
to  the  Refuse  Disposal  Works  for  disposal,  making  a total  of 
16,159  tons  of  refuse  dealt  with  during  the  year.  50.6%  of  the 
total  refuse  passed  through  the  works,  while  the  remainder  was 
disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping. 

The  estimated  amount  of  nightsoil  collected  during  the 
year  was  156  tons. 

A separate  Annual  Report  is  issued  for  the  Public 
Cleansing  services  of  the  Borough. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  closets  other 
than  water  closets  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of  the  year. — 

Waste  Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  890 

Pail  Closets  198 
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During  the  year,  one  set  of  w.c.  fittings  was  issued  tor  the 
conversion  of  a privy  pail  and  one  set  for  the  conversion  of  a 
waste  water  closet. 

Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  to  the  district  is  provided  by  the  Mid. 
and  South  East  Cheshire  Water  Board. 

During  the  year,  nineteen  samples  of  water  were  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination  and  chemical  examination.  All 
samples  were  satisfactory. 

In  addition,  four  samples  of  water  were  taken  from 
certain  premises  for  special  examination  for  copper  content  and 
three  proved  unsatisfactory.  Investigations  were  carried  out 
in  connection  with  these  samples  and  are  still  proceeding. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 
Number  and  Nature  of  Complaints. 

The  department  received  1,228  complaints  during  the  year 
from  householders,  shopkeepers  and  others  relating  to  numerous 
matters  as  set  out  in  the  table  below — 


NATURE  OF  COMPLAINT 
General  disrepair — various 
Defective  fireplaces 
Defective  rainwater  pipes 

Defective  windows  

Defective  chimneys 

Defective  doors  

Defective  plasterwork 

Defective  floors  

Defective  roofs  

Defective  eavesgutters 

Defective  sinks  

Burst  Water  Pipes 

Dampness  

Choked  Water  Closets 
Defective  Water  Closets 
Defective  Waste  Water  Closets 

Choked  Drains  

Flooding  

Defective  Dustbins  

Accummulations  

Dirty  Premises  

Vermin  

Rats  

Mice 

Ants  

Foul  and  obnoxious  odours 

Dangerous  Buildings  

Smoke  nuisances  

Overcrowding  

Food  for  Condemnation 
Miscellaneous  


NUMBER. 
60 
24. 

14 
12 
16 

5 

13 
11 
66 
13 

6 
21 
32 
39 
58 

2 

240 
49 
102 
24 
9 
47 
164 
101 
73 
36 
3 

16 
2 

78 
62 


1,328 
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SANITARY  INSPECTIONS. 


No.  of 
Notices 
Served 

Result  of 
Notices 
Served 

Prosecu 

tions 

Nature  of  Inspections  made 

Number 

Informal 

Statutory 

Notices 

Complied  with 

Remaining 

in  Hand 

Instituted 

Pending 

1 

Dwelling  Houses  (P.H.  Act) 

308 

262 

48 

229 

81 



_ 

2 

Dwelling  Houses  (Housing  Act) 

25 

15 

15 

20 

10 

— 

— 

3 

Housing  Survey  - Slum  Clearance 

990 

4 

Improvment  Grants 

153 

6 

Back-to-back  Houses  . . 

6 

Verminous  Houses 

141 

7 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  . . 

42 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Ashpails  . . 

1,305 

593 

49 

531 

Ill 

— 

— 

9 

Yards  and  Passages 

257 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

10 

House  Drains 

1,871 

31 

218 

249 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Ditches  and  Watercourses 

45 

12 

Offensive  accumulations 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

Keeping  of  Animals 

18 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

14 

Offensive  Trades . . 

26 

15 

Piggeries  . . 

26 

16 

(a)  Slaughterhouses 

817 

(b)  Other  places  where  food  is 
prepared  or  sold 

2,164 

17 

Bakehouses 

41 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

18 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  . . 

75 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

19 

(a)  Factories  (with  mechanical 
Power) 

86 

11 

_ 

8 

3 





(b)  Factories  (no  mechanical 
Power) 

11 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 



(c)  Workplaces  . . 

18 

(d)  Outworkers  . . 

6 

20 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

82 

21 

Shops  under  Shops  Act. . 

100 

1 

— 

1 

— 



— 

22 

Smoke  Observations 

60 

9 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

23 

Infectious  Diseases  (Enquiries 
and  Re-visits) . . 

100 

24 

Houses  re  overcrowding 

49 

26 

Milk  Samples  (Bacteriological 
exam.)  . . 

120 

26 

Ice  Cream  Samples 

57 

27 

Water  samples  . . 

41 

28 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  (including 
samples) 

270 

29 

Applicants  for  Corporation 
Houses . . 

1,004 

30 

Rodent  Control  . . 

99 

31 

Miscellaneous 

740 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

32 

Re-inspections  . . 

1,761 

TOTALS 

12,925 

930 

332 

1057 

205 

2 

— 

29 


Swimming  Baths. 

The  only  Public  Swimming  Baths  in  the  Borough  are 
owned  by  the  Corporation  and  contain  two  swimming  pools, 
slipper  or  private  wash  baths  and  various  other  amenities. 

7 samples  of  bath  water  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
and  chemical  examination,  and  of  these,  one  sample  was 
unsatisfactory.  Further  samples  however,  proved  satisfactory. 

Offensive  Trades. 

The  following  offensive  trades  are  carried  on  in  the 
Borough — 

Rag  and  Bone  Dealers  3 

Gut  Scrapers  ...  . . ...  ...  ...  1 

Knacker’s  Yard,  Bone  Boiler  and  Fat  Extractor  ...  1 

In  addition  to  the  above,  20  persons  are  registered  as 
Dealers  in  Old  Metal. 

Rag  Flock. 

No.  of  Licensed  premises  used  for  the  manufacture 
of,  or  storage  of  Rag  Flock  — 

No.  of  Registered  premises  where  filling  materials 
are  used  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  two  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Borough 
situated  at  175  and  177,  Market  Street,  and  the  following  table 
shows  the  number  of  beds  available  at  each  house — 


Situation 

No.  of 

Accommodation 

Beds 

available  for 

(1)  175,  Market  Street 

10 

Male  and  Female 

(2)  1 77,  Market  Street 

26 

Male. 

Total  number  of  beds 

.le 

30 


The  number  of  persons  who  used  the  Lodging  Houses 
during  the  year  is  given  below  with  comparative  figures  for  the 


two  preceding  years — 

Adults  Children 

Males 

Females  Males  Females 

1954 

7998 

1626  — — 

1953 

9016 

1922  — — 

1952 

8732 

1239  — — 

Infectious  Disease  and  Disinfection. 

Disinfection  of  premises  is  carried  out  by  formaldehyde 
spray  or  formalin  vapour  generators.  Infected  bedding  and  other 
articles  are  disinfected  by  steam  or  formalin  as  the  circumstances 
demand. 

Number  of  premises  visited  where  a notifiable  disease  has 
occurred  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected  36 

Number  of  cases  where  bedding,  etc.,  was  disinfected  by 
steam  at  request  of  owners  25 

Number  of  Library  Books  disinfected — 

(a)  from  Public  Library  34 

(b)  from  Private  Libraries 24  58 

During  the  year,  57  bottles  of  disinfecting  fluid, 
amounting  to  3j  gallons,  were  supplied  free  of  charge  for  use  at 
premises  where  cases  of  infectious  diseases  had  occurred. 

Disinfestation. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  premises  dealt 
with  during  1954 — 
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Number  fi 
be  Infe 

3und  to 
sted 

Number  of 
Premises 
Disinfested 

Premises 

Rooms 

Council  Houses  . . 

9 

35 

9 

Other  Houses 

32 

84 

32 

Cases  confirmed  after  complaint  of 

infestation 

12 

— 

— 

Cases  found  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  . . 

29 

— 

— 

Houses  disinfested  by  Corporation 

— 

— 

41 

Houses  disinfested  by  Contractors 

— 

— 

— 

The  work  of  disinfestation  was  carried  out  by  the  use  of 
D.D.T.  and  patent  fumigant  solutions. 

In  addition  to  the  premises  listed  above,  68  houses  were 
treated  for  infestations  of  ants  and  16  houses  for  beetles. 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year. 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  82 

(2)  By  other  Authorities  — 

(3)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  37 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  Act 


or  Housing  Act) — 

(i)  General  Inspections  281 

(ii)  Slum  Clearance  Survey  ...  528 

Total  ...  ...  809 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 
purpose 

(i)  General  inspections  333 

(ii)  Slum  Clearance  Survey  ...  990 

Total  1323 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  Dwelling  houses  (included 
under  the  sub-heading  (1)  above, 
which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidation 


Regulations,  1925 — 

(i)  General  inspections  15 

(ii)  Slum  Clearance  Survey  ...  528 

Total 543 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 
purpose — 

(i)  General  inspections  ...  ...  25 

(ii)  Slum  Clearance  Survey  ...  990 

Total 1015 


(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  houses  found  to  be 
in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
health  as  to  be  unfit  for  habitation — 

(i)  General  inspection 

(ii)  Slum  Clearance  Survey  

Total  . . . 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub- 
heading) found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without 
Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses 
rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  the  officers 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  re- 
quiring repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which 
were  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
formal  notices — 

(a)  By  Owners  

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts— 
(1)  Number  of  Dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  re- 
quiring defects  to  be  remedied 
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(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notices — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  29 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  11 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936 — 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling  houses  in  respect 
of  which — 

(a)  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  2 

(b)  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  1 ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  — 

(3)  Number  of  undertakings  to  carry  out 
works  in  lieu  of  demolition  accepted 

by  the  Council 1 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  Dwellings  overcrowded  at 

end  of  the  year  ...  12 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  18 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  117 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year  4 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 

relieved  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  6 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 

cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling 
houses  have  again  become  overcrowded 
after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps 

for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  — 
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Housing  Improvements  and  Conversions. 

The  Housing  Act,  1949,  provided  grants  to  help  owners 
to  modernise  their  houses,  either  by  improvement  or  conversion. 
The  Act  was  not  greatly  used  because  of  a number  of  factors 
governing  grant  aid.  The  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954, 
has  revised  some  of  the  conditions  and  made  grants  easier  to 
obtain. 


The  grant  payable  for  improving  a single  house  is  up  to 
half  the  approved  cost  of  the  improvement,  but  the  maximum 
grant  is  £400  except  in  special  circumstances.  For  converting 
a house  or  other  building  into  two  or  more  self-contained 
dwellings  a separate  grant  of  up  to  half  the  estimated  approved 
cost  is  payable  for  each  dwelling  produced.  Again  the  maximum 
grant  for  each  dwelling  produced  is  £400. 

The  reservations  to  these  grants  are  briefly,  as  follows — 

(a)  Each  dwelling  improved  or  provided  by  conversion 
must  be  self-contained  and  must  be  brought  up  to  the 
twelve  point  defined  standard. 

(b)  It  must  have  a useful  life  of  more  than  fifteen  years. 

(c)  The  total  approved  cost  of  the  modernisation  must 
be  £100  or  more  per  dwelling. 

(d)  The  scheme  must  have  been  approved  for  grant 
before  the  work  is  started. 

and,  if  the  house  is  in  such  a bad  state  that  it  is  a possible 
candidate  for  demolition,  an  improvement  grant  cannot  be  given. 

The  Council  have  accepted  the  principle  of  grant  aid  and 
have  so  far  approved  of  the  maximum  grant  in  each  case.  The 
investigation  and  detailed  consideration  of  applications  for  grant 
involves  a considerable  amount  of  officers  time,  but  the  scheme 
has  much  to  commend  it  and  the  time  is  well  spent. 
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Further  information  regarding  applications  submitted 


during  the  year  is  set  out  below. — 

1.  Number  of  applications  received 18 

2.  Number  of  applications  approved 18 

3.  Number  of  applications  withdrawn  3 

4.  Number  of  cases  where  work  has  been  completed  3 

5.  Expenditure  involved — £ s d 

(a)  Approved  expenditure  ranking  for 

grant  2622  3 4 

(b)  Cost  of  works  and  repairs  not 

ranking  for  grant  357  0 9 

Total  ...  £2979  4 1 


6.  Average  grant  per  house  72  16  8 


Note — the  above  expenditure  figures  include  the  figures  in 
respect  of  the  three  applicants  approved  but  later  withdrawn. 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954. 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  and  Revocation. — 

1.  Number  of  applications  received  for  Certificates 

of  Disrepair  17 

2.  Number  of  applications  for  Certificates  of  Dis 

repair  approved  17 

3.  Number  of  applications  for  Certificates  of 

Revocation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  oi 

7 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

67 

11 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

197 

86 

11 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out-workers’ 
premises) 

12 

18 

1 

— 

Total 

276 

115 

12 

— 

2.  CASES  in  which  defects  were  found — 


Particulars 

Number  o 

f cases  in  wl 

lich  defects 

were  found 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7.) 

(a)  Insufficient  . . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective  . . 

9 

7 

— 

9 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

2 

1 

— 

2 

Total 

12 

9 

— 

12 

3.  OUTWORKERS. — Lists  required  by  Section  1 10  were 
received  relating  to  10  outworkers,  all  engaged  in  making 
wearing  apparel. 
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RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  Corporation  employ  two  full-time  rodent  operators, 
and  the  extermination  methods  employed  are  poisoning,  gassing 
and  trapping. 


The  following  table  summarises  the  work  carried  out — 


T 

ype  of 

Property 

1 

Total 

Local 

Auth. 

Dwell 

Hses. 

Agric. 

Prop. 

Bus. 

Prems. 

Number  of  Properties  Inspected: 

(1)  Primary  Inspections: 

(a)  as  a result  of  notification 

11 

194 

52 

257 

[b)  otherwise 

1 

91 

1 

164 

257 

(2)  Reinspections: 

(a)  as  a result  of  notification 

7 

41 

1 

21 

70 

(b)  otherwise 

— 

11 

— 

108 

119 

Total  Properties  inspected 

19 

337 

2 

345 

703 

Number  of  Properties  found  to  be 
Infested  by  Rats: 

(1)  On  Primary  inspections: 

(a)  Major 

1 

1 

(b)  Minor 

10 

157 

1 

11 

ITO 

(2)  as  reinfestations: 

(a)  Major 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

(b)  Minor 

6 

34 

— 

3 

43 

Number  of  Properties  found  to  be 
Infested  by  Mice: 

(1)  On  Primary  inspections  . . 

1 

84 

38 

123 

(2)  On  reinspections  . . 

15 

18 

33 

Total  infestations  found  . . 

19 

290 

1 

70 

380 

Number  of  Infested  Properties  treated 
by  Local  Authority: 

(1)  Primary  Treatments: 

(a)  for  rats 

13 

153 

1 

12 

179 

(b)  for  mice 

1 

83 

— 

29 

113 

(2)  Treatments  for  reinfestations: 

(a)  for  rats 

6 

39 

7 

52 

(6)  for  mice 

1 

19 

21 

41 

Total  Treatments  . . 

21 

294 

1 

69 

385 

NOTE — A treatment  means  a complete  treatment  for  the  destruction  of 
rate  and  mice  and  includes  not  only  the  initial  treatment,  t-ut  when 
necessary,  posrt-baiting  and  follow-up  treatment. 
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Following  the  treatments  carried  out,  637  rats  and  500 
mice  were  picked  up,  whilst  the  estimated  kill  was  3,001  rats 
and  2,064  mice. 

During  the  year  the  rodent  operators  paid  4,841  visits  in 
connection  with  the  inspection  and  treatment  of  premises. 

Two  maintenance  treatments  of  the  sewers  were  also 
carried  out.  690  manholes  were  baited  and  311  takes  of  poison 
bait  were  recorded,  showing  an  estimated  kill  of  814  rats. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

There  are  five  premises  in  the  Borough  licenced  for  the 
sale  of  pet  animals.  All  these  premises  comply  with  the 
recommended  conditions  of  the  Royal  Society  for  the  Prevention 
of  Cruelty  to  Animals,  which  were  adopted  by  the  Council. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Food  Hygiene. 

Once  again  particular  attention  was  given  to  the  inspection 
and  supervision  of  all  types  of  food  premises,  special  inspections 
being  made  of  food  preparing  places.  In  all,  some  3097  visits  were 
paid  to  the  various  types  of  premises. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  various  types  of  food  premises 


in  the  Borough. — 

Number  and  Type  of  Food  Premises. 

Premises  requiring  Registration — 

For  the  manufacture  of  Ice  Cream 2 

For  the  storage  and  sale  of  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  150 

For  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages  or 
pressed,  potted  or  preserved  meat,  etc.,  ...  ...  39 

Dairies  ...  ...  . . ...  12 
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Other  Premises — 

Fried  Fish  Shops  52 

Wet  Fish  Shops  ' 9 

Bakehouses  21 

Butchers  Shops  ^ 61 

Tripe  Shops  1 

Restaurants,  Cafes,  etc.  26 

School  Canteens  23 

Factory  Canteens  16 

Licences  premises — 

Full  licences  48 

Beer  licences  ...21 

Clubs  30 

Off  licences  20 

Grocery  and  Confectionery  Shops  286 

Greengrocery  Shops  62 

Health  Food  Stores  and  Herbalists 3 

Sweet  Shops  45 

Slaughterhouses  4 

MILK. 

Distributors  of  Milk 

Registered  distributors  of  loose  milk  49 

Registered  distributors  of  sealed  bottled  milk  ...  120 

Registered  dairies  12 

Designated  Milk. 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk — 

Dealer’s  Licences  24 

Dealer’s  Supplementary  Licences  4 

Pasteurised  Milk — 

Establishments  at  which  milk  is  pasteurised — 

Holder  Process  2 

H.T.S.T.  Process  1 

Dealer’s  Licences  19 

Dealer’s  Supplementary  Licences  4 
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Sterilised  Milk — 

Dealer’s  Licences  94 

Dealer’s  Supplementary  Licences  1 

Milk  Sampling. 


During  the  year,  99  samples  of  designated  milks  were 
taken  for  bacteriological  examination  and  the  following  table 
provides  details  of  the  results — 


No.  of 
samples 

Description  of  Milk 

Meth 

Blue 

ylene 

Test 

Phosp! 

Te 

latase 

st 

Turbidity 

1 est 

Passed 

Failed 

Passed 

Failed 

Ptiaaed 

Failed 

65 

Tuberculin  Tested 

(Pasteurised) 

64 

1 

65 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Tuberculin  Tested  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

31 

Pasteurised  . . 

29 

2 

28 

3 

— 

— 

2 

Sterilised 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

~ 99 

. . TOTALS  . . 

94 

3 

91 

3 

2 

— 

The  following  table  shows  the  average  fat  and  solids-not- 
fat  contents  of  the  milk  samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938. 

Summary  of  Chemical  Analyses  of  Milk  Samples — 


Period 

No.  of 
samples 
examined 

A 

verages 

Milk  fat 
% 

Solids-not-fat 

% 

Quarter  ended  31st  March,  1954 

27 

3.53 

8.76 

Quarter  ended  30th  June,  1954 

8 

3.33 

8.78 

Quarter  ended  30th  Sept.,  1954 

23 

3.44 

8.80 

Quarter  ended  31st  Dec.,  1954 

11 

3-90 

8.97 

Year  1954 

69 

3.54 

8.81 
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During  the  year,  52  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from 
distributors  of  undesignated  milk  and  submitted  to  examination 
for  tuberculosis.  8 samples,  2 of  which  were  from  one  supply, 
gave  positive  results  and  immediate  notification  was  made  to 
the  Divisional  Veterinary  Inspector  who  arranged  for  a veterinary 
examination  of  each  herd.  In  four  cases,  affected  animals  were 
discovered  and  slaughtered  while  in  another  case,  an  affected 
animal  had  been  removed  from  the  herd  and  slaughtered.  In  the 
remaining  two  cases,  veterinary  examination  proved  negative. 
The  milk  from  one  herd  was  already  being  pasteurised  and 
arrangements  were  made  for  that  from  the  other  herd  to  be 
pasteurised  until  further  samples  proved  negative. 

Ice  Creamv 

Ice  cream  was  manufactured  at  2 premises  in  the  Borough 
in  1954,  while  150  premises  were  registered  for  the  storage  and 
sale  of  ice  cream.  A complete  cold  mix  is  used  at  both 
manufacturing  premises  in  the  Borough. 

52  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  the  results  of  the  examinations  are  shown  in 
the  table  below — 


Ice  Cream 

Meth; 

i^lene  Blue 

Test  Gra 

ding 

Total 

Grade  1 

Grade  2 

Grade  3 

Grade  4 

Samples  taken  at  Manufac- 
turing premises  in  the 
Borough  . . 

16 

1 





17 

Samples  taken  from  Retail- 
ers in  the  Borough 

32 

3 

— 

— 

35 

TOTALS 

48 

4 

-i 

— 

52 

7 samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  for  chemical  analysis.  The  average  fat  content  of 
these  samples  was  9.89%  and  the  average  total  solid  matter  was 
34.82%. 

Slaughterhouses. 

From  the  comencement  of  control  until  the  1st  July,  1954, 
when  meat  rationing  ceased,  slaughtering  for  the  Crewe  Borough 
and  the  surrounding  areas  was  carried  out  at  the  Government 
requisitioned  slaughterhouse  at  Crewe.  Prior  to  decontrol, 
consultations  took  place  with  interested  organisations  and 
representatives  of  the  adjoining  local  authorities  to  explore 
the  possibilities  of  maintaining  concentrated  slaughtering 
Unfortunately  no  measure  of  agreement  was  reached  and 
eventually  four  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough  were 
licensed. 


Meat  Inspection.  43 

The  following  tables  show  the  types  of  animals  slaughtered 
and  inspected  with  particulars  of  the  diseases  found  necess- 
itating complete  or  partial  condemnation. 


Number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  past  five  years — 


Year 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Totals 

1954 

1,230 

1,080 

744 

10,241 

1,413 

17,708 

1953 

1,558 

2,466 

2,487 

13,391 

.',379 

23,281 

1952 

1,232 

2,195 

5,640 

14,093 

.'■•,251 

28,411 

1951 

1,996 

2,679 

2,936 

10,926 

1 058 

19,595 

1950 

1,732 

2,525 

3,448 

12,531 

539 

20,775 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


1 Cattle 

1 (®^" 

I eluding 
Cows) 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Totals 

Number  killed 

1,2.30 

1,080 

744 

10,241 

4,413 

17,708 

Number  inspected  . . * 

1,230 

1,080 

744 

10,241 

4,414 

17,709 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 
TUBERCULOSIS: 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

8 

20 

34 

28 

57 

147 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned . . 

288 

366 

15 

932 

252 

1,853 

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

24.1% 

35.7% 

6.6% 

9-4% 

7,0% 

45.3% 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

7 

32 

1 



17 

57 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned . . 

176 

348 

2 

247 

773 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

14.9% 

35.2% 

0.1% 

0.02% 

5.9% 

18.8% 

Note — *These  figures  include  an  animal  slaughtered  outside  the 
Borough  but  inspected  here. 


WEIGHT,  IN  LBS  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS  CONDEMNED 
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TOTAL  WEIGHT— 93,004  LBS. 
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Condemned  Food. 

The  total  amount  of  food  condemned  (41|  tons)  shows  a 
decrease  of  43^  tons  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  amount  of  meat  condemned 
decreased  from  80.4  tons  to  37.4  tons,  whilst  the  amount  of  other 
foods  condemned  remained  practically  the  same  as  in  the 
previous  year.  The  decrease  in  the  amount  of  meat  condemned 
is  accounted  for  by  a reduction  in  the  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  and  a decrease  in  the  quantity  of  meat  condemned 
per  head  of  the  animals  slaughtered.  The  average  weight  of  meat 
condemned  per  head  of  animals  slaughtered  in  1953  was  7.74  lbs. 
as  compared  with  4.73  lbs.  for  1954.  In  the  case  of  cattle  the 
difference  is  more  striking — the  1953  figure  being  37.65  lbs.  per 
head  as  compared  with  27.98  lbs.  per  head  for  1954. 

Until  the  end  of  meat  control  (1st  July,  1954),  all  meat 
and  offals  condemned  at  the  Ministry  of  Food  controlled 
slaughterhouse  were  removed  by  an  approved  contractor  for 
processing  and  manufacture  into  inedible  oils  and  fats,  etc.  All 
condemned  meat  was  treated  with  napthalene  green  in  accordance 
with  the  Livestock  (Restriction  on  Slaughtering)  (No.  2)  Order, 
1940,  before  leaving  the  slaughterhouse. 

Since  the  end  of  control  the  condemned  meat  and  offal 
from  the  four  licensed  slaughterhouses  and  other  condemned 
food  was  disposed  of  either  by  processing  into  animal  feeding 
stuffs  at  the  Cleansing  Department’s  Kitchen  Waste  Processing 
Plant,  or  by  burning  or  burial  at  the  Refuse  Disposal  Works. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

Number  of  Slaughtermen  on  Register  at  31st  December  1953  44 

Number  of  Licences  renewed  at  1st  January,  1954  37 

Applications  for  licences  granted  during  1954  6 

Number  of  Slaughtermen  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1954  43 
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Cysticercus  Bovis. 

Routine  Inspection  of  all  bovine  carcases  was  carried  out 
during  the  year  for  the  presence  of  cysticercus  bovis. 

All  affected  carcases  were  put  into  cold  store  for  a period 
of  three  weeks  in  accordance  with  the  approved  policy. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

During  the  year,  79  formal  and  106  informal  samples  were 
submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  analysis. 


Nature  of  Saruple 


Milk 

Meat  and  Meat  Products  . 

Fish  and  Fish  Products 

General  Groceries  . . 

Ice-cream 

Confectionery 

Cordials 

Beers  and  Spirits  . . 
Medicines,  etc. 


I Number  of  Samples  No.  of  Samples 


adulterated  or 


Informal 

Formal 

not  genuine 

2 

67 

4 

25 

— 

2 

42 

— 

1 

13 

— 

— 

2 

5 

12 

1 

106 

79 

185  8 
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The  table  below  shows  details  of  the  samples  found  not 
to  be  genuine  and  of  the  relative  action  taken — 


Sample 

N umber 

Article 

Adulteration  or 
other  irregularity 

Action  taken 

794 

Cheese 

Contained  6%  excess 

Notified  to  Ministry  of 

Informal 

Spread 

(vater. 

Food,  Food  Standard 
Division . 

813 

Formal 

Milk 

Deficient  of  13%  of  its 
fat. 

Further  samples  taken. 
See  samples  818  & 819. 

818 

Formal 

Milk 

Deficient  of  8%  of  '1 
its  fat 

“Appeal  to  cow” 
samples  following 

sample  813.  Referred  to 

819 

Formal 

Milk 

Deficient  of  1 % of 
its  fat 

j 

Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries.  Vendor 
cautioned.  Further 

sample  proved  genuine. 

839 

Informal 

Sausage 

Contained  220  parts 
f>er  million  of  sulphur 
dioxide. 

Sausage  was  suitably 
labelled. 

912 

Formal 

Milk 

Deficient  of  1 % of  its 
solids-not-fat. 

Notified  to  County  Milk 
Production  Officer. 
Vendor  cautioned 

920 

Informal 

Sausage 

Contained  208  parts 
per  million  of  sulphur 
dioxide. 

Sausage  was  suitably 
labelled. 

957 

Formal 

Rum 

Deficient  in  Spirit 

content. 

Proof  62  degrees. 

Vendor  cautioned. 

Table  1.  ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

Monthly  Deposits  in  Tons  per  square 
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No  result  obtained  owing  to  damage  to  equipment. 


Table  2.  ATMOSPETERIC  POLLUTION 

Sulphur  Dioxide  by  the  Lead  Peroxide  Method. 

Results  expressed  as  nig./SOg/day/lOO  sq.  cm.  of  Batch  "A"  Lead  Peroxide  exposed  under  a louvered  cover. 
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1954 

1-29 

69  0 

1-86 

0-38 

0-23 

0.30 

O 

O 

0.14 

0.34 

o 

00 

d 

0.90 

1.03 

7-97 

99-0  1 

M 

> 

5 

P 

s 

lO 

o 

0.77 

0.55 

00 

d 

o 

d 

0.52 

o 

o 

1.25 

d 

CO 

® ! 

w 

1952 

i 

W 

1954 

0.73  1 

1 

0.67 

0.76 

0.13 

0.17 

8T'0 

TOO 

0.02 

0.44 

980 

0.30 

0.26 

4.03 

d 

O 

0 

< 

> 

1953 

180 

0.93 

090 

0.57 

0.46 

0.62 

0.43 

0.35 

0.50 

iro 

0.14 

0.70 

6.22 

Ol 

uo 

d 

w 

c/5 

1952 

0.67 

0.73 

0.76 

0.52 

0.48 

0.57 

0.92 

0.51 

0.65 

0.54 

0.97 

801 

8.40 

1 Oi'O 

w 

Oi 

u 

CQ 

1954 

2.64 

2.24 

o 

1.22 

1.46 

0.73 

98  0 

0.65 

0.93 

i 1.67 

1 

' 

1.73 

Til 

o 

oi 

<< 

X 

u 

»4 

< 

5 - 
m 

X 

S 

1953 

2.23 

3.02 

1.79 

1.60 

1.24 

1.46 

891 

98  I 

1.82 

2.43 

1.57 

2.46 

22.66 

X 

X 1 

1952 

2.14 

2.32 

1.59 

CO 

CO 

1.33 

1.64 

1.42 

1.31 

1.79 

2.18 

2.47 

2.35 

22.37 

X 

w 

K 

O 

H 

C/5  - 

CU 

O 

6 

CJ 

w 

1954 

1.50 

1.02 

1.78 

oeo 

0.59 

0.13 

O 

d 

0.48 

0.50 

0.93 

0.97 

1.06 

8.57 

0.71 

1953 

00 

1.67 

1.57 

1.37 

980 

1.02 

80T 

880 

1.35  I 

1.25 

CO 

00 

d 

2.03 

15.73 

< 

n 

(/) 

< 

1952 

1.67 

1.31 

1.97 

00 

fill 

001 

1.42 

60T 

1.33 

1.36 

Zll 

2.12 

17.62 

1.47 

MONTH 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

TOTAL 

MONTHLY 

AVERAGE 

Comparison  between  the  years  1962,  1953  and  1954. 
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Elm  Drive 

lO 
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1.65 
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2 42 

0 52 

4 12 

3.68 
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3-68 

4.92 

4.64 
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37.49 

312 
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2.19 
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00 
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2.326 

1952 

Ifl 

C5 

1.60 

2.30 

2.20 

0.54 

2.15 

4.19 

3.67 

3.26 

2.48 

4.66 

4.76 

ore 

34.91 

1 2.91 

Pi 

o 

1 o 
< 

CO 

o 

0.92 

1.44 

1.44 

1.21 

1.46 

iOS 

3.62 

2.74 

2.41 

2.15 

1.47 

on 

22.03 

<© 

CO 

00 

cn 

CN 

05 

* 

0.94 

1.20 

2.48 

2.39 

1.78 

2.01 

1.52 

2.22 

3.21 

1.75 

3.03 

22.62 

1.885  J 

1 PS 

u 

m 

1954 

1.57 

2.35 

2.19 

0.47 

16  1 

3.89 

3.24 

4.02 

2.51 

5.11 

4.96 

3.13 

35.35 

2.945  1 

s 

X 

u 

< 

1953 

0.97 

1.33 

1.60 

1.13 

2.32 

3.23 

2.22 

LZZ 

2.30 

1.49 

1.04 

19.90 

1 

GO 

Pi 

» 

s 

1952 

2.75 

0.71 

o 

CO 

2.52 

2.01 

i 

o 

00 

2.02 

1.28 

2.39 

00 

O 

CO 

1.87 

3.12 

24.95 

1 2.079 

c/3 

§ 

o 

H 

cn 

lO 

05 

1.52 

2.24 

2.17 

0.52 

86T 

3.99 

3.40 

3.40 

zvz 

4.69 

4.63 

2.96 

33.92 

2.826 

P^ 

O 

6 

u 

X 

1953 

l> 

GO 

d 

1.37 

1.31 

60T 

1.53 

o 

00 

3.88 

2.50 

2.45 

2.24 

1.62 

901 

21.62 

o 

GO 

X 

< 

X 

X 

(/) 

< 

1952 

2.72 

CO 

d 

1.25 

2.30 

2.06 

00 

I> 

2.02 

1.25 

2.19 

3.14 

Oil 

2.71 

23.96 

i 1.996 

MONTH 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

TOTAL 

Monthly  Avge 

No  results  obtained  owing  to  damage  to  equipment. 
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